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Superintendent’s Annual State of the District 

Address 
 

Dr. Chrys Sweeting will provide a report on the 
state of the district in relation to student 
learning, the district’s budget, facilities, 
stewardship activities, and the continuous 
improvement process.  This will take place on 
Thursday, January 24th at 6:00 at Post 
Middle School.  Dr. Sweeting will provide a 
report on the state of the district in relation to 
student learning, district’s budget, facilities, and 
the continuous improvement process.  Also, this 
event will include information about our 
upcoming bond. We hope you can attend. 

 
Remembering Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
This year, we will be honoring Martin Luther 
King Jr. during an assembly where we will also 
celebrate students who have shown 
perseverance and grit during the first trimester. 
This is a whole school activity where we 
discuss the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. and 
celebrate the great work of our students.  We 
look forward to what the students will offer to 
each other during this time as well as some will 
“take the lead” in presenting key information to 
other students. 
 

Our Staff Keeps on Learning Together 
 
We are fortunate to have staff at Kent Prairie 
Elementary who continue to gain new skills and 
strategies through collaboration and 
professional learning.  During times set aside 
before school to early release times, staff 
continue to gain new math strategies, learn 
Love and Logic skills, and collaborate on 
assessment and instructional strategies to meet 
the diverse needs of students.  They frequently 
give their own time to take part in these 
activities, and I truly value their curiosity and 
professionalism as they model what it means to 
be lifelong learners to our students. 
 

 

 
 

 
Thank You PTA 

As I reflect upon this school year, I am once 
again so thankful for our wonderful PTA 
volunteers and leaders who have provided so 
much to our school community.  They are 
continually looking for how to serve and  
support our students and families, whether 
providing evening activities or grants for our  
school through fundraisers.  Along with this, 
our PTA Board is continually seeking new 
strategies to present key information to both our 
students and parents through author visits and 
presentations to help our families.  They do so 
much behind the scenes each day, and please 
join me in thanking them for their dedication 
and creativity. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

In case of delayed start times or school 
cancellation, the decision to delay or close 
schools is usually made by 5:30 a.m. 
If you feel the conditions or circumstances in 
your area are unsafe, please keep your child at 
home and remember to contact their school to 
report their absence. Local television stations 
and www.flashalert.net will announce any 
delays or cancellations. If there are no 
announcements from TV, radio stations, or 
www.flashalert.net then all schools are open 
and on regular schedules. 
 

KENT PRAIRIE’S ANNUAL SCHOOL 
PERFORMANCE REPORT NOW 

AVAILABLE! 
 
Kent Prairie’s 2017-18 annual school 
performance report is now available on the 
Kent Prairie website at this link. The 
purpose of the Kent Prairie annual school 
performance report is to inform parents, 
guardians and other members of the 
community about student performance. The 
report includes current and previous year 
student assessment results, school-level 
plans to achieve student learning goals and 
other information. 

PRINCIPALLY  
SPEAKING 
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MUSIC NEWS 

 
 
Our focus this part of the year is on melody – 
defined as an order of pitches, going up or down 
and repeating. Younger students are listening 
for high & low, going higher, going lower or 
staying the same (repeated notes) and the older 
students are beginning to read the notes on the 
staff.  All students will be assessed on their 
grade-level knowledge of melody.     
 
The fourth grade classes are beginning (and 
fifth grade continues) the arduous process of 
learning the recorder! Although it is fun to play 
the instrument, it is not always easy to 
remember everything needed to play it 
correctly. Students must know their notes and 
the proper fingering for each. They must cover 
the holes completely so that the right pitch is 
heard. They also need to “tongue” each note 
that is played and control the breath.  And 
finally, they need to observe the rhythms, 
including rests.  This is much to remember in a 
short song like “Hot Cross Buns”!   
 
If you have not purchased a recorder yet, it can 
still be done.  Turn in $6 to the office.  
 

 

 
 

On Fire News 
Choir on Fire will be back to work and will be 
learning new and difficult music. But first, we 
will be singing at the State of the District 
Address on the 24th of January at Post Middle 
School. Details to come.   
 

Honor choir tryouts are the third week of     
January during our morning rehearsals. Students 
that are interested in participating in Honor 
Choir will be given permission slips on the 16th. 
 They should return them as soon as possible. 
Please read all information carefully before 
returning the permission slips.  The actual Honor 
Choir performance is not until Monday, April 
22nd.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our 4th and 5th graders created 24 chalk art 
ceiling tiles in Art class to brighten up our 
school. Check them out in each of the pods!  
You'll have to look up! 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you to all of you who contributed to 
the December Library Book Drive.  We 
collected 659 books!! (Donations of gently 
used books are appreciated at any time 
during the year.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Love and Logic® we believe that kids are 
best prepared for the real world when we allow 
them to do as much thinking as possible. It's 
good practice for the real world, and it keeps the 
monkey off of our backs most of the time. 

  
Here's the problem. Do you know kids who like 
to keep adults doing all of the thinking? Do you 
know kids who are good at tricking us into 
doing so? 

  
How do we avoid falling into this trap? One 
strategy involves using plenty of questions! 

  
The more questions we ask,  

the better thinkers our kids will become. 
  

People who understand Love and Logic also 
understand that the human brain seeks closure. 
When we use plenty of questions, children's 
brains are so busy searching for closure that 
they have less energy left over for power-
struggles. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

ART RECOGNITION 
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The more questions we ask,  
the fewer power-struggles we will have. 

  
Kids grow the healthiest and strongest brains 
when they're fortunate to spend time around 
adults who say things like: 
"I don't know. What do you think?" "Are you 
sure that's the best idea?" "How do you think 
that's going to work out for you?" "Would you 
like to hear what some other kids have tried?" 
"Do you think that's going to work out well or 
________?" "What do you think you are going 
to do?" "Which one of these is the best solution 
to your problem?" "Do you have enough money 
to pay for any possible damage?" "Is that a wise 
decision?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school does not have extra clothes for 
students. We encourage you to pack an extra 
change of clothing in your child’s backpack in 
case of “accidents” or recess incidents. This 
helps in getting them back to class faster and 
saves parents a trip to school. 
 
 
 

Vision Statement for Kent Prairie 
Elementary 

 
The graduating Kent Prairie Elementary 

fifth grade student  . . . . 
 

will be a good friend by being 
empathetic, thoughtful, patient, sincere, 
respectful, and honest towards others, 

 
will demonstrate independence, 

intellectual curiosity, and confidence to 
help them persevere towards meeting 

their academic goals, and 
 
will exhibit integrity while juggling life’s 

many challenges and believe in 
themselves in order to follow their 

pathway to lifelong learning. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OUR SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 

 
At Kent Prairie, we educate students by 
building relationships that foster academic 
achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arlington Public Schools provides equal educational 
opportunity and treatment for all students in all aspects of 
the academic and activities program without discrimination 
based on race, religion, creed, color, ancestry, national 
origin, age, marital status, honorably discharged veteran or 
military status, gender, gender expression or identity, sexual 
orientation, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical 
disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability. The District will provide 
equal access to school facilities to the Boy Scouts of 
America and all other designated youth groups listed in Title 
36 of the United States Code as a patriotic society. 
The following employees have been designated to handle 
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 
TITLE IX OFFICER AND COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR 
Mr. Eric DeJong      
Executive Director, Human Resources   
315 N French Ave      
Arlington, WA 98223     
(360) 618-6212      
edejong@asd.wednet.edu 
SECTION 504 COORDINATOR 
Ms. Kathy Ehman  
Assistant Superintendent 
315 N French Ave, Arlington, WA 98223 
(360) 618-6217 
kehman@asd.wednet.edu 

NURSE’S NOOK 
 


